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In response to the CMAJ news article, “Communication, transparency key as Canada faces new coronavirus

threat,”1 we would like to share the public health response to the first Canadian cases of coronavirus disease 2019

(COVID-19). Case details have been published.2 The patients travelled from Wuhan to Guangzhou, then Guangzhou

to Toronto, Canada, arriving on Jan. 22, 2020. The index patient was symptomatic with dry cough during the flight.

His wife developed cough on Jan. 23. Both sets of throat and nasopharyngeal swabs collected were positive for

COVID-19.

There were approximately 350 passengers on board the airplane. The public was notified through the media that

the index case was symptomatic during the 15-hour flight. Close contacts included 25 individuals sitting within 2 m

of the index case during the flight, flight crew members, and 1 close contact on arrival in Toronto. Close contacts

received active daily contact monitoring by local public health officials for 14 days from the flight’s arrival in Toronto.

Passengers and crew members who were not from Ontario were referred to their home jurisdictions for follow-up.

On Jan. 29, 1 close contact developed symptoms of cough; however, nasopharyngeal and throat swabs were

negative for COVID-19. Non-close-contact passengers were advised to self-monitor and contact public health if

they became symptomatic; 5 of these passengers became symptomatic, were tested and found by

nasopharyngeal and throat swabs to be negative for COVID-19.

The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend contact tracing 2 rows in front and

behind symptomatic cases with respiratory infections owing to an elevated risk within close contact.3 However, for
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both severe acute respiratory syndrome–associated coronavirus (SARS-CoV) and influenza, approximately 50% of

airplane transmission occurred beyond these rows.4

Studies of airplane transmission are commonly biased by contacts sharing exposure risks before boarding the

aircraft.5 In our investigation, transmission may have been mitigated by mild symptoms and masking during the

flight. However, the lack of secondary cases after prolonged air travel exposure supports droplet transmission, not

airborne, as the likely route of spread of the COVID-19.

Footnotes

Competing interests: None declared.

References

1. ↵Glauser W. Communication, transparency key as Canada faces new coronavirus threat. CMAJ  2020;192:E171–2.
FREE Full Text Google Scholar

2. ↵Silverstein WK, Stroud L, Cleghorn GE, et al. First imported case of 2019 novel coronavirus to Canada presenting as mild
pneumonia. Lancet  2020 Feb. 13 [Epub ahead of print]. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30370-6. CrossRef Google Scholar

3. ↵Protecting travelers’ health from airport to community: investigating contagious diseases on flights . Atlanta: Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention; reviewed 2019 Apr. 3. Available: www.cdc.gov/quarantine/contact-investigation.html
(accessed 2020 Feb. 6). Google Scholar

4. ↵Hertzberg VS, Weiss H. On the 2-row rule for infectious disease transmission on aircraft. Ann Glob Health  2016;82:819–23.
Google Scholar

5. ↵Leitmeyer K, Adlhoch C. Review article: Influenza transmission on aircraft — a systematic literature review. Epidemiology
2016;27:743–51. Google Scholar

 Back to top

In This Issue

CMAJ
Vol. 192, Issue 15
14 Apr 2020
Table of Contents
Index by author

We use cookies on this site to enhance your user experience. By clicking any link on this page you are giving your
consent for us to set cookies.

Continue 
 Find out more

https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/15/E409
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/15/E421
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/ijlink/YTozOntzOjQ6InBhdGgiO3M6MTQ6Ii9sb29rdXAvaWpsaW5rIjtzOjU6InF1ZXJ5IjthOjQ6e3M6ODoibGlua1R5cGUiO3M6NDoiRlVMTCI7czoxMToiam91cm5hbENvZGUiO3M6NDoiY21haiI7czo1OiJyZXNpZCI7czoxMDoiMTkyLzcvRTE3MSI7czo0OiJhdG9tIjtzOjIyOiIvY21hai8xOTIvMTUvRTQxMC5hdG9tIjt9czo4OiJmcmFnbWVudCI7czowOiIiO30=
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/google-scholar?link_type=googlescholar&gs_type=article&author[0]=W+Glauser&title=Communication,+transparency+key+as+Canada+faces+new+coronavirus+threat&publication_year=2020&journal=CMAJ&volume=192&pages=E171-2
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/external-ref?access_num=10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30370-6&link_type=DOI
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/google-scholar?link_type=googlescholar&gs_type=article&author[0]=WK+Silverstein&author[1]=L+Stroud&author[2]=GE+Cleghorn&title=First+imported+case+of+2019+novel+coronavirus+to+Canada+presenting+as+mild+pneumonia&publication_year=2020&journal=Lancet
http://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/contact-investigation.html
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/google-scholar?link_type=googlescholar&gs_type=article&q_txt=Protecting+travelers%E2%80%99+health+from+airport+to+community%3A+investigating+contagious+diseases+on+flights.+Atlanta%3A+Centers+for+Disease+Control+and+Prevention%3B+reviewed+2019+Apr.+3.+Available%3A+www.cdc.gov%2Fquarantine%2Fcontact-investigation.html+(accessed+2020+Feb.+6).
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/google-scholar?link_type=googlescholar&gs_type=article&author[0]=VS+Hertzberg&author[1]=H+Weiss&title=On+the+2-row+rule+for+infectious+disease+transmission+on+aircraft&publication_year=2016&journal=Ann+Glob+Health&volume=82&pages=819-23
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/google-scholar?link_type=googlescholar&gs_type=article&author[0]=K+Leitmeyer&author[1]=C+Adlhoch&title=Review+article:+Influenza+transmission+on+aircraft+%E2%80%94+a+systematic+literature+review&publication_year=2016&journal=Epidemiology&volume=27&pages=743-51
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/15
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/15.toc
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/15.index-by-author


Article Tools

Collections

 Respond to this article

 Print

 Download PDF

  Article Alerts

 Email Article

  Citation Tools

‍©  Request Permissions

 Share

Communication, transparency key as Canada faces new coronavirus threat

PubMed  Google Scholar

 Related Articles Related Articles 

  Cited By... Cited By...

  More in this TOC Section More in this TOC Section

  Similar Articles Similar Articles
We use cookies on this site to enhance your user experience. By clicking any link on this page you are giving your
consent for us to set cookies.

Continue 
 Find out more

https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/15
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/15/E410.tab-e-letters
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/cmaj/192/15/E410.full-text.print
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/cmaj/192/15/E410.full-text.pdf
https://www.cmaj.ca/
https://www.cmaj.ca/
https://www.cmaj.ca/highwire/citation/75350/download
https://www.cmaj.ca/copyright
https://www.cmaj.ca/
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/7/E171
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/external-ref?link_type=MED_NBRS&access_num=32392504
https://www.cmaj.ca/lookup/google-scholar?link_type=googlescholar&gs_type=related&author%5B0%5D=Kevin%2BL.%2BSchwartz&author%5B1%5D=Michelle%2BMurti&author%5B2%5D=Michael%2BFinkelstein&author%5B3%5D=Jerome%2BA.%2BLeis&author%5B4%5D=Alanna%2BFitzgerald-Husek&author%5B5%5D=Laura%2BBourns&author%5B6%5D=Hamidah%2BMeghani&author%5B7%5D=Andrea%2BSaunders&author%5B8%5D=Vanessa%2BAllen&author%5B9%5D=Barbara%2BYaffe&title=Lack%2Bof%2BCOVID-19%2Btransmission%2Bon%2Ban%2Binternational%2Bflight&publication_year=2020&path=content/192/15/E410


View all jobs >Post a job >

LATEST JOBS

Windsor Regional Hospital: Anaesthesiologist
 

Topics

Infectious diseases: COVID-19

Content

Current issue

Past issues

Collections

Sections

Blog

Podcasts

Alerts

RSS

Early releases

Information for

Advertisers

Authors

Reviewers

CMA Members

Media

Reprint requests

Subscribers

We use cookies on this site to enhance your user experience. By clicking any link on this page you are giving your
consent for us to set cookies.

Continue 
 Find out more

https://www.drcareers.ca/?utm_medium=Widget&utm_source=Wiley&utm_campaign=Nursing
https://www.drcareers.ca/
https://employers.drcareers.ca/?utm_medium=Widget&utm_source=Wiley&utm_campaign=Nursing
https://www.drcareers.ca/job-details/11168/anaesthesiologist/?utm_source=JobExtract&utm_medium=referral?utm_medium=Widget&utm_source=Wiley&utm_campaign=Nursing
https://www.cmaj.ca/sites/default/files/additional-assets/site/pdfs/classifieds.pdf
https://www.cmaj.ca/topics
https://www.cmaj.ca/covid-19-0
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/current
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/by/year
https://www.cmaj.ca/collection
https://www.cmaj.ca/sections
http://cmajblogs.com/
https://www.cmaj.ca/page/multimedia/podcasts
https://www.cmaj.ca/email-alerts
https://www.cmaj.ca/rss
https://www.cmaj.ca/earlyrelease
https://www.cmaj.ca/advertising
https://www.cmaj.ca/page/content/overview-authors
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/peer-review-process
https://www.cmaj.ca/page/content/member-overview
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/media
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/reprint-requests
https://www.cmaj.ca/subscribers


About

General Information

Journal staff

Editorial Board

Advisory Panels

Governance Council

Journal Oversight

Careers

Contact

Copyright and Permissions

Accessibiity

CMA Civility Standards

Copyright 2022, CMA Impact Inc. or its licensors. All rights reserved. ISSN 1488-2329 (e) 0820-3946 (p)

All editorial matter in CMAJ represents the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of the Canadian Medical
Association or its subsidiaries.

To receive any of these resources in an accessible format, please contact us at CMAJ Group, 500-1410 Blair Towers Place,
Ottawa ON, K1J 9B9; p: 1-888-855-2555; e: cmajgroup@cmaj.ca

We use cookies on this site to enhance your user experience. By clicking any link on this page you are giving your
consent for us to set cookies.

Continue 
 Find out more

https://www.cmaj.ca/content/about-cmaj
https://www.cmaj.ca/page/staff
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/cmaj-editorial-board
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/cmaj-advisory-panels
https://www.cmaj.ca/page/content/governance-council
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/journal-oversight
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/careers
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/contact-cmaj
https://www.cmaj.ca/page/copyright
https://www.cma.ca/accessibility
https://www.cma.ca/terms-and-conditions#civility
https://www.cmaj.ca/copyright
mailto:cmajgroup@cmaj.ca
http://home.highwire.org/

